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September 12th Meeting Info
Our next meeting on Tuesday Feb. 12th at the studios 

of WOIO / WUAB located in the Reserve Square build-
ing,  1717 E. 12th St. Cleveland, OH 44114. The station 
main entrance is at the corner of E. 12th and Chester. 
Parking is available at the building for 5 or 6 dollars and 
accessible from Chester between 13th and 12th streets. 
You will need to have small bills or change since the 
attendant is not on duty in the evening. There are limited 
metered spots out front, and there are other lots in bank 
buildings at 9th and Chester. Access to the meeting will 
be through the front door at 12th and Chester. Hopefully 
some of our folks can walk a block or 2 to make it from 
their workplace. 

The program is from Walt Gumbert National Ac-
count Manager, Transmission Products Rohde & 
Schwarz on Solid State TV Transmitter Efficiency. They 
have new high efficiency amplifier technologies based 
on the Doherty method, and Walt will discuss the vari-
ous methods available, and explain why their version of 
Doherty is so attractive. The transmitter can achieve 
38% efficiency for COFDM signals, and they can de-
liver an ATSC transmitter that is 40% efficient using 
Doherty. 

The usual times apply, gather and feast at 7 or so 
with our meeting to go at 7:30
	
  
Blake Thompson CBNT
Director of Engineering
WZIP-FM / ZTV www.wzip.fm
SBE Chapter 70 Chairman

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT
by Blake Thompson

Welcome all members 
and friends of SBE Chap-
ter 70. First off a big 
Chapter thanks go out to 
the folks at the Ideastream 
facilities especially Tom 
Furnas, Dave Rodriguez, 
and Thom Dombroski. We 
had a really good turnout 
so I want to thank all the other Ideastream engineers that 
were able to stick around for our meeting. That facility has 
undergone massive changes since our last visit and was a 
great tour with so much going on under one roof. I don’t 
think I’ve ever seen so many yellow fiber runs ( single mode 
if you remember from our previous meetings ) in one place. 
It’s a tribute to the job all of the engineering staff do there.
	
  

There’s a lot going on in the regulatory end with the FCC 
TV incentive auction proceedings. Here’s a quick summary 
from the SBE: The underlying message is the potential effect 
on wireless microphones. The report shows three identified 
channels for "White Space devices," plus whatever is left 
over from auctioning off 5 MHz from each 6 

(continued on page 2)
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(Chairman’s Chat - continued from page 1)
MHz TV channel. The takeaway for broadcasters holding a BAS authorization for operation of wireless mi-

crophones in the TV bands is this: They should ensure their studios and other locations of frequent and known 
wireless microphone use are registered with an approved TV White Space Database system of their choosing. 
There is no cost to register a location for a licensed user. Failure to register your location may result in interfer-
ence from a TV White Space device. With unlicensed wireless microphone registration now open nationwide, 
expect the FCC to soon also authorize TV White Space Device operation nationwide. For our members who 
work for companies that produce large events that use unlicensed microphones, consider registering those ven-
ues for protection.  You need to apply at least 30 days prior to the event and must meet FCC eligibility criteria. 
There are currently two approved TV White Space Database systems: Spectrum Bridge and Telcordia. I would 
expect the FCC to be approving others before long. Also on Wednesday, January 30, a notice was published in 
the Federal Register stating that Part 74.605 of the FCC Rules will become effective on April 1, 2013. This rule 
requires that licensees of TV pickup stations in the 6875-7125 MHz and 12700-13200 MHz bands register their 
stationary receive sites. This rule is an outcome of the FCC allowing Part 101 users to share these BAS bands 
with broadcasters. SBE has been following this closely and recently learned that the FCC has worked out an ar-
rangement under which broadcasters who modify their licenses for the sole purpose of registering 7 or 13 GHz 
receive sites will be eligible for fee waivers until April 1.

 
I want to repeat this too, remember that our meet-
ings are open to anyone who has an interest in any 
part of broadcasting and/or engineering. We wel-
come everyone to stop by and see what it is we do, 
or tour the facilities we visit. Students are espe-
cially encouraged to attend as we are actively look-
ing for the next generation of engineers to follow 
us. Also if you know someone who might be inter-
ested send their email to me or Bob Leskovec 
(ralserve@att.net) and we’ll get it added to the 
newsletter list. Bob has volunteered to help get our 
list up to date and add folks at the various facilities 
we’ve visited so they know where we are and then 
they also have a path to get in touch with us for 
possible future meetings/programs.
	
  
Blake Thompson CBNT
Director of Engineering
WZIP-FM / Z-TV 
The University of Akron
SBE Chapter 70 Chairman

mailto:ralserve@att.net
mailto:ralserve@att.net


SBE CHAPTER 70 - CLEVELAND/AKRON

S o c i e t y  o f  B r o a d c a s t  E n g i n e e r s  N o r t h e a s t  O h i o  c h a p t e r  7 0

NOVEMBER 
MEETING at 

WVIZ WCPN 
WCLV

Photos courtesy of  Robert Leskovec
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SBE 2013 Certification Exam Schedule

Exam Dates Location Application Deadline

February 5-15 Local Chapters Closed

April 13 NAB Convention Closed

June 4-14 Local Chapters Closed

August 6-16 Local Chapters Closed

November 5-15 Local Chapters September 17, 2010

Exam Dates Location Application Deadline

February 8-18 Local Chapters December 31

April 9 NAB Convention March 22

June 7-17 Local Chapters April 12

August 9-19 Local Chapters June 1

November 1-11 Local Chapters September 13
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Chapter 70 OfficersChapter 70 OfficersChapter 70 Officers

Chairman
Blake Thompson

WZIP-FM
330.972.6221

blake@uakron.edu

Vice-Chairman
John Horvanec

johnhovanec@clearchannel.com

Program Chair
Blake Thompson

WZIP-FM
330.972.6221

blake@uakron.edu 

Secretary
Bob Kruppenbacher

WKSU-FM
330.672.3114

kruppenbacher@wksu.org 

Treasurer
Dave Bobco

216.832.1194 (Mobile)
216.676.9375 (H)
dbobco@bw.edu

Certification
Bill Kozel, CSRE/CBTE/CSRTAVE

440.779.8984 (H)
440.221.8477 (Mobile)

zok51@hotmail.com

Frequency Coordinator  > 1 GHz
Mike Szabo

440.376.3504
mszabo@ameritech.net

Frequency Coordinator  < 1 GHz
Edward Miller, CPBE

440.773.5656 (Mobile)
440.746.9989 (H)

edward.miller5@cox.net

Website Services
Brett Patram

bpatram@salemcleveland.com
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