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Thanks go out to Mike Szabo and the staff 
at WKYC along with our friends at Panasonic 
for the fine presentation on chip based video 
recording at the November meeting. We got to 
play with the smallest camcorder / playback 
unit I have ever seen, and see how SD chip 
based memory has increased enough for this to 
be a viable alternative to tape based recording 
of DV video in an ENG or ING (Information 
technology News Gathering) as Panasonic 
says. 

 
 The OAB / SBE / SMPTE Engineering 

Conference in Columbus was a great success! 
We had over 80 attendees from all parts of the 
state and a few from beyond. The OAB was 
impressed enough with the numbers to commit 
to another one next year. I would like to thank 
all those who attended and special thanks to 
our own presenters, Frank Foti and Mark 
Kreiger. I learned a lot throughout the day and 
was impressed with the vast knowledge base in 
the area. Think about what you would like to 
see in presentations / seminars, and who we 
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Chairman’s 
Chat 

 
by Blake Thompson 

January Meeting 
 

Tuesday, January 13 
Adelphia Cable, Cleveland 

Gather at 7pm 

I hope everyone had a great holiday season 
and is ready for the new year.  SBE chapter 
70 will kick off the new year with an audio 
theme.  The first three meetings will be pro-
grams presented by audio console manufac-
turers.  Radio, television and recording con-
soles continue to evolve bringing increasing 
resolution and processing horsepower as well 
as new features and innovations.     

  

 Our first meeting of the year, on Tuesday 
January 13, will be held at the studios of 
Adelphia Cable at 3301 Lakeside Ave. in 
Cleveland.  The program will be presented by 
Chris Crump of Klotz Digital.  Chris and 
other representatives from Klotz Digital will 
be on hand to discuss the “Platform” ap-
proach for facilities integration and the bene-
fits it offers to both single and multi-room 
facilities alike.  Klotz Digital developed their 
modular “platform” concept for facility inte-
gration in 1989.  Since then it has been em-
ployed by broadcasters throughout the world 
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could get to present and / or be part a larger 
Equipment Trade Show for next year. I al-
ready have some ideas but more is better, 
usually. 

 
 I hope you all had a good holiday and 

some time to spend with family and friends. 
It appears as if HD Radio is going to get a 
late Christmas gift of receivers!!! The news 
from the CES show, going on January 7th, is 
that Ibiquity will introduce the first commer-
cially available IBOC radio receivers. The 
first IBOC tuner, a Kenwood KTC-HR100, 
will hit store shelves in some markets with 
digital stations, let’s hope WNWV and 
WCLV can finally get their own tuners. More 
news from the FCC on the digital front, there 
are now more than 20 million subscribers to 
high speed Internet services (200 kb/s or bet-
ter) now in the USA. Broadband for the 
masses is here. I know I wouldn’t give mine 
up and I rarely use it at home. The other news 
on the FCC seems to be all about station EAS 
& tower fines or mega-mergers like the Di-
rect TV / NewsCorp one just approved. 

  
"Yesterday it worked. 
Today it is not working. 
Windows is like that." -Anonymous Haiku 

  
 Blake Thompson 

SBE Chapter 70 Chairman 

Chairman’s Chat (Continued from page 1) 

such as XM Satellite Radio – Washington, 
DC; Virgin FM – London; Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty – Moscow/ Pra-
gue/Washington, DC; WCBS-AM – New 
York; Radio Guangdong – Ghangzhou, 
China; Kanal D – Istanbul, Turkey; C-SPAN 
– Washington, DC; Clear Channel – Chicago 
and many others.   Klotz Digital will discuss 
the advantages of this concept that has led to 
the development of “platform” solutions by 
several other manufacturers. 

 
I wish everyone a happy, healthy and pros-
perous New Year. 

 
 Gary Bluhm   

Chapter 70 Program Chairman 

Meeting Info (Continued from page 1) 

Management Training for Broadcast 
Engineers 

The dates have been established for the 
2004 SBE Leader Skills Seminar. SBE will 
present this outstanding opportunity for 
broadcast engineers to receive management 
training - people skills training if you will – 
for the eighth consecutive year. Course I will 
be held June 2-4 in Indianapolis at the Marten 
House hotel and Conference Center. Course 
II will be held August 11-13 also in Indy at 
the Marten House. Participants in Course II 
must have already attended Course 1 this year 
or in the past. Our seminar leader will be 
Dick Cupka, who has taught leader skills for 
more than 35 years across the USA and in 
several other countries. More than 1,000 
broadcast engineers have taken part in this 
program since its inception. For more infor-
mation, contact Angel Bates at SBE. 

For information about   

future Chapter 70 SBE 

Meetings...see Page 4 
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Society of Broadcast 
Engineers 

Chapter 70 

Visit us at: 

broadcast.net/~sbe70 

Fadi Kdayssi 
 

VideoDub International Inc. 
2528 Edgehill Rd. 
Cleveland, OH  44106 
 

Phone  216-321-1440 
Fax        216-321-4404 

fadi@videodubinternational.com  

   For Business & Video Professionals 

VIDEODUB  INTERNATIONAL  
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Information about the February and March Chapter 70 Meetings 

Our February meeting is likely to be slipped from our normal day to Wednesday, February 
11.  We are  tentative scheduled for a tour of the facilities at the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame.  
Their schedule does not accommodate our normal meeting day.  At this time I’m not sure if our 
food and meeting will be at the Rock Hall or somewhere nearby.  The program will be pre-
sented by Cam Eicher of Logitek Audio Consoles.  Logitek is a manufacturer of Integrated 
Console Routing systems.  Their presentation focuses on a new form of studio audio routing 
and control.  They’ll talk about implementing a routing system that uses small, local audio 
routers in each studio location and interconnecting those routers with a fiber optic audio net-
work.  Control comes from control surfaces made to look like "Standard" broadcast consoles, 
automation system PCs or Logitek's own scripting language.  It is an entirely new way to think 
about studio design and layout that results in an easier to maintain, more flexible facility. More 
details in the next newsletter. 

The program for our Tuesday, March 9th meeting will be presented by Maxine Taylor of Cal-
rec Audio in England.  Calrec has gotten a lot of press lately as networks install Calrec consoles 
in some of their facilities and trucks.  Maxine will bring us up to date on Calrecs latest audio 
consoles and their Hydra audio networking system.  Unfortunately I still have not identified a 
location for the March meeting so I’m looking for a facility to volunteer.  If your facility would 
be willing to host the March meeting (or future meetings) please contact me by e-mail or phone.  
gbluhm@wviz.org  216-739-3806.                    — Gary Bluhm, Chapter 70 Program Chairman 

Management Training for Broadcast Engineers 
The dates have been established for the 2004 SBE Leader Skills Seminar. SBE will present 

this outstanding opportunity for broadcast engineers to receive management training - people 
skills training if you will – for the eighth consecutive year. Course I will be held June 2-4 in 
Indianapolis at the Marten House hotel and Conference Center. Course II will be held August 
11-13 also in Indy at the Marten House. Participants in Course II must have already attended 
Course I this year or in the past. Our seminar leader will be Dick Cupka, who has taught leader 
skills for more than 35 years across the USA and in several other countries. More than 1,000 
broadcast engineers have taken part in this program since its inception. For more information, 
contact Angel Bates at SBE. 

  Certification  Level            Member                 Non-Member 

Broadcast Technologist.......................... $40............................ $100 

Broadcast Networking Technologist ....... $55............................ $115 

Broadcast Engineer................................ $55............................ $115 

Audio/Video Engineer.............................. $55............................ $115 

Senior Broadcast Engineer....................... $80............................ $140 

Professional Broadcast Engineer............... $105........................... .$165 

SBE Board Votes to Increase Certification Fees 

Fee increases 
went into effect 
January 1, 2004 
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2004 Exam Dates Location Application Deadline 

February 6-16 Local Past 

April 20 NAB - Las Vegas March 2, 2004 

June 4-14 Local April 23, 2004 

August 13-23 Local June 11, 2004 

November 12-22 Local September 24, 2004 

SBE Certification Exam Dates 
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